
Ready for the 
new “normal”?
We can help.

Dear fellow Canadians,

We are writing to you today, on International Youth Day, to talk about the impact 
COVID-19 is having on young Canadians and how we can help. The COVID-19 
pandemic has radically changed the way in which young people are being educated 
around the world. According to UNESCO, the global scale of education disruption 
is unprecedented, with more than 1.5 billion learners affected by school closures. 
Schools and parents are seeking digital solutions to support young people remotely. 
We surveyed young Canadians to learn how quarantine has impacted them and 
found that: 

• 88% of young people have had their lives significantly impacted by COVID-19

• 59% of young people feel lonelier than ever during quarantine

• 64% are concerned about the impact quarantine will have on their  
mental health and well-being

• 72% are concerned about their academic knowledge and skills

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award has been working in Canada for nearly 
60 years to offer young people the opportunity to enhance learning both inside and 
outside the classroom. We believe that some of life’s biggest lessons can happen in 
the least likely locations. 

By offering the Award as a non-formal education and learning tool alongside 
provincial academic programs, schools can give students a more holistic education. 
In particular, the Award helps to foster resilience and adaptability in participants; 
attributes that are vital in the current climate. 

The Award works best when it is properly used by adults who already work with young 
people. We want Canadians to be aware of how valuable a program like the Award 
can be in these times. We have spent these past six months developing digital tools 
and enhancing our approach to providing a service that can help ensure Canada’s 
youth have the skills and support to succeed in our “new normal”.

We believe we have a framework that can benefit young Canadians in ways which the 
academic curriculum cannot achieve alone. We encourage you to watch a personal 
message from HRH The Earl of Wessex on our website about how the Award can help 
ensure no young person is left behind during the global pandemic. We also wish to 
share with you some of the impacts the Award is having not only on young Canadians, 
but Canada as a whole. We will soon be publishing research backed by PwC 
(PricewaterhouseCoopers) that demonstrates the social value of the Award in Canada, 
and the impact it is making in communities across every province and territory.

By helping to challenge young people through the Award, schools in your province 
can help students to become confident, responsible, reflective, innovative and 
engaged learners and create opportunities for young people to develop skills, get 
physically active, volunteer within their local community and experience adventure 
outside the classroom. Where their high school diploma may show academic 
achievements, their Award shows grit and character, and we want to see them 
graduate with both. On this International Youth Day 2020, to all those volunteers, 
teachers and organizations that already use the Award, thank you for all you do to 
help young Canadians become the best they can be. 

We believe the Award can greatly assist in the current climate. We have the evaluation 
tools to evidence our impacts and we look forward to continuing to be of service to 
Canadian youth and those who work with young people in the coming months.

Yours sincerely, 

 

Stephen De-Wint 
National Executive Director 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award Canada
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READY FOR A 
NEW ‘NORMAL’
With more than 60 years’ experience 
equipping young people to be ready 
for the world, The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
International Award is here to help.

It gives 14-24 year olds access to a global 
framework that empowers them to learn 
and grow through non-formal education, 
all while working towards globally 
recognized accreditation.

By supporting mental health and long-
term prospects; by giving them the tools 
to develop their resilience, adaptability, 
leadership and problem solving, the 
Award can help to equip young people 
to be ready for the world. Ready for a 
new ‘normal’.

READY FOR NOW. 
READY FOR THE FUTURE.
Today’s young people are strong, inspired 
and dedicated. They can – and will – 
create new opportunities from our current 
challenges. The Award framework can 
help, by fostering the ‘soft’, ‘core’ or 
‘universal’ skills and characteristics 
needed to navigate change and build 
positive habits, so that young people 
are ready for life, work, and to play a 
constructive role in society.

Ready for now
The Award encourages young people to: 

• Stay mentally and physically healthy 
• Connect (safely) with others 
• Give back to their communities 
• Embrace structure and purpose 
• Readjust to formal education

Ready for the future
The Award encourages young people  
to develop:

• Essential life skills 
• Employability 
• Goal setting and planning 
• Increased community engagement 
• The ability to thrive in a changing world

“ Young people can be strong, they 
can be more than capable, if we 
all play our part in helping them to 
fulfil their potential. 
Help more young 
people access 
great non-formal 
education, achieve 
the Award and be 
the young leaders of 
the future.”

—  HRH Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex 
KG GCVO Chairman, 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
International Award Foundation

“ As a teacher it is 
vitally important 
for me to bring the 
Award to the next 
generation of young 
people.”

—  Erin Maitland, 
Gold Award Holder 
Ontario

“ I have developed many 
important skills and 
characteristics, such 
as: perseverance, 
commitment, 
leadership, and 
communications.”

–  Michael Batas, 
Gold Award Participant 
Alberta

“ I truly believe the knowledge, 
connections and 
skills I’ve gained 
through the Award will 
help me pursue my 
passions and make 
a meaningful impact 
on my community and 
beyond.”

–  Gloria Chan, Gold Award Holder 
British Columbia

READY FOR 
CHANGE?
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